Homestay Newsletter

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS
We would like to welcome the new students who arrived this month for
Quarter 3.

February 2021

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

Thank you to homestay families for welcoming these students into your
home.

February 12 – Professional
Development Day (schools
closed)

Your student’s School Coordinator will contact you or your student directly
with instructions for their first day of school and Orientation details. Please
remind your student to check their email.

February 15 – Family Day
(schools closed)

If you or your student have not received an email, please have them contact
their School Coordinator directly.

PRC TESTING
The Minister of Transport, the Honourable Marc Garneau, is requiring that,
effective January 7, 2021, at 12:01 a.m. EST, all air passengers five years of
age or older will be required to test negative for COVID-19 before travelling
from another country to Canada.
Documentation of a negative laboratory test result must be presented to
the airline prior to boarding a flight to Canada. The test must be performed
using a COVID-19 molecular polymerase chain reaction (or PCR) test and
must be taken within 72 hours prior to the traveller’s scheduled departure
to Canada.
Anyone who receives a negative test result and is authorized to enter
Canada must still complete the full, mandatory 14-day quarantine.

March 12 – Last Day Prior to
Spring Break
March 29 – School Re-Opens
After Spring Break
April 2 – Good Friday
(schools closed)
April 19 – Report Card
Prep/Design & Assessment
Day (schools closed)
April 5 – Easter Monday
(schools closed)
May 21 – Professional
Development Day (schools
closed)
May 24 – Victoria Day
(schools closed)
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COVID-19 UPDATE
By order and direction of the Provincial Health
Officer, all events and social gatherings are
suspended to significantly reduce COVID-19
transmission related to social interactions and
travel.
The order is in effect from November 19, 2020
at midnight to February 5, 2021 at midnight.
Events and Social Gatherings
All in-person events and community-based
gatherings are suspended, with the exception
of weddings, funerals, baptisms, support group
meetings and business meetings. For example:
 Galas
 Musical or theatre performances
 Seasonal activities, including indoor and
outdoor holiday events
 Silent auctions
 Movie viewings in cinemas

COVID-19 UPDATE
Core Bubble
For most people, their core bubble is their
immediate household. An immediate household
is a group of people who live in the same
dwelling. For example:
 If you have a rental suite in your home,
the suite is a separate household
 If you live in an apartment or house with
roommates, you are all members of the
same household
For others, including people who live alone, their
core bubble may also contain a partner, relative,
friend or co-parent who lives in a different
household. This should be a maximum of two
people outside of those living in your immediate
household.

Social Gatherings
No social gatherings of any size at your residence
with anyone other than your household or core
bubble. For example:
 Do not invite friends or extended family
to your household
 Do not host gathering outdoors
 Do not gather in your backyard
 Do not have playdates for children
Allowed Activities
These activities are not considered a social
gathering:
 Going for a walk. You must make sure a
walk does not turn into a group of people
meeting outside
 Parents carpooling kids to and from
school
 Grandparents providing child care
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UBER
In the past, we have not allowed students to
travel by Uber. We asked that they take public
transportation or a licensed taxi.
In researching this further we have found that
Uber is a safe and cost effective way for students
to get around and we will now allow students to
use this method of transportation.
Note: WeChat drivers are still NOT acceptable,
and students should not be driving with anyone
they have hired on WeChat

CONVERSATION CAFÉ
NEW online connection opportunity for
Homestay students! We are excited to share
this online opportunity for students to connect
with each other, their Homestay Coordinator,
and their International Student Coordinator
● casual ● games & prizes
● school announcements
● school messages/reminders ● sharing
● connect with friends & meet new friends
● homestay announcements and discussion
We would appreciate your assistance by talking
to your student(s) about Conversation Café and
encouraging them to join in and take advantage
of this online connecting opportunity.

COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY WITH
YOUR STUDENT
You may experience some challenges
communicating with your student. There can be
language barriers as well as different cultural
expectations. Students expect that hosts will be
direct but polite in trying to resolve issues.
Here's a simple step-by-step process for working
with your student:
Issue: Student does not come home for dinner
on time.
 Step 1: Start with a positive statement
We enjoy talking with you at the dinner
table.
 Step 2: Tell your student about the issue
However, it is hard for us to plan our
evening if we don't know when you are
going to be home.
 Step 3: Propose solutions or ask for
ideas Can you help us with this? Perhaps
you can call us by 3 pm and let us know if
you are going to be late?
 Step 4: Work towards a solution
Student: That sounds fair. I will call you
by 3 pm if I will be late.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Students receive their invitation from their
International Student Coordinator on their
online Teams account.

@studyinlangley
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FEBRUARY PHOTO CONTEST
WINNER THE MENARY FAMILY (BSS)
The Menary family took their student, Victoria
Lu from China to the Capilano Suspension
bridge.
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THE GROVE FAMILY (LFA)
It was Sakurako Shirakawa’s first year to
experience Christmas in Canada. Although the
Grove family says it would have been much
different if it were not for COVID, they still enjoyed
family time. One of their highlights, was going to
Menchies with Saku (her first time there), coming
home to watch a movie and then having
homemade chicken cordon bleu (Saku's favorite).
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THE GEE FAMILY (LFMS)

THE DEVRIES FAMILY (ACSS)

Júlia Roma Vila from Spain spent her first Christmas
in Canada. It looks like her homestay brother (Dallas)
and sisters (Lucia and Lexia) were really happy to
spend the holidays with her.

Ron and Jeanette DeVries saying goodbye to their
student from Thailand, Water Tanatwatcharapon,
with a celebratory Hot Pot dinner.

LOOKING FOR PICTURES
Keep sending us your pictures and stories of your
current hosting experience.
A random draw will be held monthly and the winner
will receive a $10 coffee card. The winning story will
be in the next month’s newsletter! Please email your
picture/story to your Homestay Coordinator.
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